
Meeting 

Jesus

in the Gospels



Matthew: Matthew: 
Jesus is the Jewish Messiah who Jesus is the Jewish Messiah who 
fulfills the Law and the Prophetsfulfills the Law and the Prophets
(and the entire Old Testament)(and the entire Old Testament)

Matthew 5:17   “Do not think that I Matthew 5:17   “Do not think that I 
have come to abolish the law or the have come to abolish the law or the 
prophets.  I have come not to prophets.  I have come not to 
abolish but to fulfill.”abolish but to fulfill.”



Jesus fulfills the promises to Jesus fulfills the promises to 
Abraham and DavidAbraham and David

Matthew 1:1   “The book of the Matthew 1:1   “The book of the Matthew 1:1   “The book of the Matthew 1:1   “The book of the 
genealogy of Jesus Christ, the son genealogy of Jesus Christ, the son 
of David, the son of Abraham.”of David, the son of Abraham.”



Promises to AbrahamPromises to Abraham

I will make of you a great nationI will make of you a great nation
I will give this land (Canaan) to your I will give this land (Canaan) to your I will give this land (Canaan) to your I will give this land (Canaan) to your 

descendants as their eternal descendants as their eternal 
heritageheritage

All the nations of the earth shall find All the nations of the earth shall find 
blessing in you.  (Gen 12:1blessing in you.  (Gen 12:1--9)9)



Promises to DavidPromises to David

I will raise up your heir after you, I will raise up your heir after you, 
sprung from your loins, and I will sprung from your loins, and I will sprung from your loins, and I will sprung from your loins, and I will 
make his kingdom firm.make his kingdom firm.

I will be a father to him, and he shall I will be a father to him, and he shall 
be a son to me.  (2 Sam 7:12be a son to me.  (2 Sam 7:12--14)14)



Jesus fulfills the LawJesus fulfills the Law

Two ways:Two ways:
He maximizes the intent of the He maximizes the intent of the 

Mosaic Law to eliminate Mosaic Law to eliminate Mosaic Law to eliminate Mosaic Law to eliminate 
loopholes.loopholes.

He brings to an end the era of the He brings to an end the era of the 
binding force of the Mosaic Law binding force of the Mosaic Law 
as covenant as covenant 



Jesus fulfills the LawJesus fulfills the Law

Matthew 5:21Matthew 5:21--4848
The six antitheses:  The six antitheses:  The six antitheses:  The six antitheses:  
“You have heard that it was said…“You have heard that it was said…
But I say to you…”But I say to you…”



The Golden RuleThe Golden Rule

Matthew 7:12Matthew 7:12
“Do to others whatever you would “Do to others whatever you would “Do to others whatever you would “Do to others whatever you would 

have them do to you.  This is the have them do to you.  This is the 
law and the prophets.”law and the prophets.”



Jesus fulfills the ProphetsJesus fulfills the Prophets

Two ways:Two ways:
He literally lives out what the He literally lives out what the 

prophet said would happen.prophet said would happen.prophet said would happen.prophet said would happen.
He brings the meaning of the He brings the meaning of the 

original statement to its fullest original statement to its fullest 
sense .sense .



Jesus fulfills the ProphetsJesus fulfills the Prophets

Matthew 1:22Matthew 1:22--2323
All this took place to fulfill what the All this took place to fulfill what the 

Lord had said through the Lord had said through the Lord had said through the Lord had said through the 
prophet:  “Behold, the virgin shall prophet:  “Behold, the virgin shall 
be with child and bear a son, and be with child and bear a son, and 
they shall name him Emmanuel,” they shall name him Emmanuel,” 
which means “God is with us.”which means “God is with us.”



Jesus fulfills the ProphetsJesus fulfills the Prophets

Matthew 2:5Matthew 2:5--66
For thus it has been written through For thus it has been written through 

the prophet:  “And you, the prophet:  “And you, the prophet:  “And you, the prophet:  “And you, 
Bethlehem, land of Judah, are by Bethlehem, land of Judah, are by 
no means least among the rulers of no means least among the rulers of 
Judah;  since from you shall come Judah;  since from you shall come 
a ruler, who is to shepherd my a ruler, who is to shepherd my 
people Israel.”people Israel.”



Mark: Mark: 
Jesus is the Suffering Servant Jesus is the Suffering Servant 

Messiah who leads his disciples Messiah who leads his disciples 
through the cross to the through the cross to the 

resurrection.resurrection.resurrection.resurrection.

Mark 8:34  “Whoever wishes to 
come after me must deny himself, 
take up his cross, and follow me.”



Jesus’ BaptismJesus’ Baptism

Mark 1:9
It happened in those days that Jesus 

came from Nazareth of Galilee and came from Nazareth of Galilee and 
was baptized in the Jordan by 
John.



Jesus’ Call to DiscipleshipJesus’ Call to Discipleship

Mark 1:17
Jesus said to Simon and Andrew, 

“ Come after me, and I will make “ Come after me, and I will make 
you fishers of men.”  Then theyleft 
their nets and followed him.



Jesus’ Call to DiscipleshipJesus’ Call to Discipleship

Mark 1:20
Jesus calledJames and John.  So 

theyleft their father Zebedee in the theyleft their father Zebedee in the 
boat along with the hired men and
followed him.



Jesus’ Call to DiscipleshipJesus’ Call to Discipleship

Mark 2:14
Jesus saw Levi, son of Alphaeus, 

sitting at the customs post.  He said sitting at the customs post.  He said 
to him, “Follow me.” And he got 
up and followed him.



Jesus Tells of His Own Jesus Tells of His Own 
Death and ResurrectionDeath and Resurrection

Mark 8:31
He began to teach them that the Son 

of Man must suffer greatly and be of Man must suffer greatly and be 
rejected by the elders, the chief 
priests, and the scribes, and be 
killed, and rise after three days.



Conditions of DiscipleshipConditions of Discipleship

Mark 8:34-35
Jesus said, “Whoever wishes to come 

after me must deny himself, take 
up his cross, and follow me.  For up his cross, and follow me.  For 
whoever wishes to save his life will 
lose it, but whoever loses his life for 
my sake and that of the gospel will 
save it.”



Jesus’ TransfigurationJesus’ Transfiguration

Mark 9:2-3
Jesus was transfigured before them, 

and his clothes became dazzling and his clothes became dazzling 
white, such as no fuller on earth 
could bleach them.  Then Elijah 
appeared along with Moses, and 
they were conversing with Jesus.



The Coming PersecutionThe Coming Persecution

Mark 13:9
Watch out for yourselves.  They will 

hand you over to the courts.  You hand you over to the courts.  You 
will be beaten in synagogues.  You 
will be arraigned before governors 
and kings because of me, as a 
witness before them.



Jesus’ ResurrectionJesus’ Resurrection

Mark 16:6
The angel said to the women:  “Do 

not be amazed!  You seek Jesus of not be amazed!  You seek Jesus of 
Nazareth, the crucified.  He has 
been raised; he is not here.  Behold 
the place where they laid him.



Luke: Luke: 
Jesus is the savior of the world who is Jesus is the savior of the world who is 

God’s mercy to the marginalized.God’s mercy to the marginalized.
“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 

because he has anointed me to bring because he has anointed me to bring because he has anointed me to bring because he has anointed me to bring 
glad tidings to the poor.  He has sent glad tidings to the poor.  He has sent 
me to proclaim liberty to captives me to proclaim liberty to captives 
and recovery of sight to the blind, to and recovery of sight to the blind, to 
let the oppressed go free.”          let the oppressed go free.”          
(Luke 4:18)(Luke 4:18)



Widow of NainWidow of Nain

Luke 7:11Luke 7:11--1717
…a man who had died was being …a man who had died was being 

carried out [of the city], the only carried out [of the city], the only carried out [of the city], the only carried out [of the city], the only 
son of his mother.  When the Lord son of his mother.  When the Lord 
saw her, he was saw her, he was moved with pitymoved with pityfor for 
her and said to her, “Do not weep.”her and said to her, “Do not weep.”



What kind of Perfection?What kind of Perfection?

Matthew 5:48Matthew 5:48
“So be perfect, just as your heavenly “So be perfect, just as your heavenly 

Father is perfect.”Father is perfect.”

Luke 6:36Luke 6:36
“Be merciful, just as your Father is “Be merciful, just as your Father is 

merciful.”merciful.”



The Good SamaritanThe Good Samaritan

Jesus asked, “Which of these three, Jesus asked, “Which of these three, 
in your opinion was neighbor to in your opinion was neighbor to 
the robbers’ victim?”  He the robbers’ victim?”  He the robbers’ victim?”  He the robbers’ victim?”  He 
answered, “The one who answered, “The one who treated treated 
him with mercyhim with mercy.”  Jesus told him, .”  Jesus told him, 
““ Go and do likewiseGo and do likewise.”.”



The Prodigal SonThe Prodigal Son

Luke 15:11Luke 15:11--3232
While the son was still a long way While the son was still a long way 

off, his father caught sight of him, off, his father caught sight of him, off, his father caught sight of him, off, his father caught sight of him, 
and was filled with compassion.  and was filled with compassion.  
He ran to his son, embraced and He ran to his son, embraced and 
kissed him.kissed him.



The Rich Man and LazarusThe Rich Man and Lazarus

Luke 16:19Luke 16:19--3131
There was a rich man who dressed There was a rich man who dressed 

in purple garments and fine linen in purple garments and fine linen 
and dined sumptuously each day.  and dined sumptuously each day.  and dined sumptuously each day.  and dined sumptuously each day.  
And lying at his door was a poor And lying at his door was a poor 
man named Lazarus, covered with man named Lazarus, covered with 
sores, who would have gladly eaten sores, who would have gladly eaten 
his fill of the scraps that fell from his fill of the scraps that fell from 
the rich man’s table…the rich man’s table…



The Rich Man and LazarusThe Rich Man and Lazarus

Luke 16:19Luke 16:19--3131
When the poor man died, he was When the poor man died, he was 

carried away by angels to the carried away by angels to the carried away by angels to the carried away by angels to the 
bosom of Abraham.  The rich man bosom of Abraham.  The rich man 
also died and was buried, and from also died and was buried, and from 
the netherworld where he was in the netherworld where he was in 
torment, he cried out, “Father torment, he cried out, “Father 
Abraham, have pity on me.”Abraham, have pity on me.”



The Rich Man and LazarusThe Rich Man and Lazarus

Luke 16:19Luke 16:19--3131
Abraham replied, “My child, Abraham replied, “My child, 

remember that you received what remember that you received what remember that you received what remember that you received what 
was good during your lifetime was good during your lifetime 
while likewise Lazarus received while likewise Lazarus received 
what was bad; but now he is what was bad; but now he is 
comforted here, whereas you are comforted here, whereas you are 
tormented.”tormented.”



Jesus’ Last WordsJesus’ Last Words

Luke 23:34Luke 23:34
After they crucified him, Jesus said, After they crucified him, Jesus said, 

“Father, forgive them, they know “Father, forgive them, they know 
not what they do.”not what they do.”not what they do.”not what they do.”

Luke 23:43Luke 23:43
Jesus said to the repentant thief:  Jesus said to the repentant thief:  

“Amen, I say to you, today you will “Amen, I say to you, today you will 
be with me in Paradise.”be with me in Paradise.”



John: John: 
Jesus is the Word made flesh who Jesus is the Word made flesh who 

reveals the Father to us.reveals the Father to us.

In the beginning was the Word,In the beginning was the Word,
and the Word was with God,and the Word was with God,
and the Word was God.  (John 1:1)and the Word was God.  (John 1:1)

And the Word became flesh             And the Word became flesh             
and made his dwelling among usand made his dwelling among us
and we saw his glory… (John 1:14)and we saw his glory… (John 1:14)



The Call and RevelationThe Call and Revelation

John 1:38John 1:38--3939
They said to him, “Rabbi, where are They said to him, “Rabbi, where are 

you you stayingstaying?”  Jesus said to them, ?”  Jesus said to them, you you stayingstaying?”  Jesus said to them, ?”  Jesus said to them, 
““ ComeComeand and you will seeyou will see.”.”



Walking on WaterWalking on Water

John 6:16John 6:16--2121
When they had rowed about three or When they had rowed about three or 

four miles, they saw Jesus walking four miles, they saw Jesus walking four miles, they saw Jesus walking four miles, they saw Jesus walking 
on the sea and coming near the boat, on the sea and coming near the boat, 
and they began to be afraid.  But he and they began to be afraid.  But he 
said to them, “said to them, “I AMI AM.  Do not be .  Do not be 
afraid.”afraid.”



Bread of Life DiscourseBread of Life Discourse

John 6:22John 6:22--5959
Jesus said to them, “Jesus said to them, “I AM the bread of I AM the bread of 

lifelife ;  whoever comes to me will never ;  whoever comes to me will never lifelife ;  whoever comes to me will never ;  whoever comes to me will never 
hunger, and whoever believes in me hunger, and whoever believes in me 
will never thirst.”will never thirst.”



The Light of the WorldThe Light of the World

John 8:12John 8:12--2020
Jesus spoke to them, saying, “Jesus spoke to them, saying, “I AM the I AM the 

light of the worldlight of the world.  Whoever follows .  Whoever follows light of the worldlight of the world.  Whoever follows .  Whoever follows 
me will not walk in darkness, but me will not walk in darkness, but 
will have the light of life.will have the light of life.



The Good ShepherdThe Good Shepherd

John 10:1John 10:1--2020
I AM the good shepherdI AM the good shepherd.  A good .  A good 

shepherd lays down his life for the shepherd lays down his life for the shepherd lays down his life for the shepherd lays down his life for the 
sheep…sheep…II AM the good shepherdAM the good shepherd, and , and 
I know mine and the know me.I know mine and the know me.



Raising of LazarusRaising of Lazarus

John 11John 11
Jesus told Martha, “Jesus told Martha, “I AM the I AM the 

resurrection and the liferesurrection and the life; whoever ; whoever resurrection and the liferesurrection and the life; whoever ; whoever 
believes in me, even if he dies, will believes in me, even if he dies, will 
live, and everyone who lives and live, and everyone who lives and 
believes in me will never die.”believes in me will never die.”



Last SupperLast Supper

John 14:6John 14:6
I AM the way the truth and the lifeI AM the way the truth and the life.  No .  No 

one comes to the Father except one comes to the Father except one comes to the Father except one comes to the Father except 
through me.  If you know me then through me.  If you know me then 
you will know my Father.you will know my Father.



Last SupperLast Supper

John 14:8John 14:8--99
Philip said to him, “Master, show us Philip said to him, “Master, show us 

the Father…”  Jesus said to him, the Father…”  Jesus said to him, the Father…”  Jesus said to him, the Father…”  Jesus said to him, 
“Have I been with you for so long a “Have I been with you for so long a 
time and you still do not know me time and you still do not know me 
Philip?  Philip?  Whoever has seen me has Whoever has seen me has 
seen theseen the FatherFather…Do you not believe …Do you not believe 
that that I am in the Father and the I am in the Father and the 
Father is in meFather is in me?”?”



Jesus

in the Gospels



The Apostle Paul

• The New Adam (Romans 5)
• The Church (1 Cor 12)
• Lord (Phil 2:5-11)
• First in all things (Col1:15)• First in all things (Col1:15)



The Letter to the Hebrews

Jesus is superior to everything that came 
before him in Jewish history:

• Moses and the Law• Moses and the Law
• The Levitical Priesthood
• The Temple
• The animal sacrifices
• Angels



Moses

But he is worthy of more "glory" than 
Moses, as the founder of a house has 
more "honor" than the house itself.   (3:3)more "honor" than the house itself.   (3:3)



The Law

On the one hand, a former commandment 
is annulled because of its weakness and 
uselessness, for the law brought nothing uselessness, for the law brought nothing 
to perfection; on the other hand, a better 
hope is introduced, through which we 
draw near to God.   (7:18-19)



The Priesthood

If, then, perfection came through the levitical 
priesthood, on the basis of which the people 
received the law, what need would there received the law, what need would there 
still have been for another priest to arise 
according to the order of Melchizedek, and 
not reckoned according to the order of 
Aaron?    (7:11)



The Temple

Jesus has taken his seat at the right hand of 
the throne of the Majesty in heaven, a 
minister of the sanctuary and of the true minister of the sanctuary and of the true 
tabernacle that the Lord, not man, set up.   
(8:1-2)

They worship in a copy and shadow of the 
heavenly sanctuary… (8:5)



Animal Sacrifices

“For if the blood of goats and bulls and the 
sprinkling of a heifer's ashes can sanctify 
those who are defiled so that their flesh is those who are defiled so that their flesh is 
cleansed, how much more will the blood 
of Christ, who through the eternal spirit 
offered himself unblemished to God…”  
(9:13-14)



Angels

For to which of the angels did God ever say: 
“You are my son; this day I have begotten 
you”? Or again: “I will be a father to him, you”? Or again: “I will be a father to him, 
and he shall be a son to me”? (1:5)
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